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Why town is 
the ‘perfect’ 
film location 
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As the deadline for travellers 
to leave Dale Farm passes and 
High Court legal challenge fails 
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- but th“ers" d th« "porters are vowing to fight on in their efforts to avoid ev^n fro m Da* Farm 
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Eviction can now 
go ahead after 
judge refuses plea 


TRAVELLERS have failed in a 
last-ditch bid to halt the evic- 
tion at Dale Farm, despite 
claims it will leave one pen- 
sioner dying. 

Lawvers for Mary Flynn. 71, 
wanted a High Court injunction 
to block her eviction from the site 


By JON AUSTIN jon.austtnOnoe.com 

due to her deteriorating health 
and reliance on a nebuliser which 
will not work after they shut off 
electricity when the bailiffs go in. 

Judge Mr Justice Kenneth Parker 
rejected the application saying there 
needed to be “finality” to the case to 


stop criminal breaches of planning 
law. However, he made Basildon 
Council agree to look at her case 
again and not to evict her in the next 
seven days. It means there are 
unlikely to be any evictions during 
that time. 
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More 


reasons to enrol-- 


with great leisure 




south essex college 
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Meet your 
local police 

RESIDENTS living n me 
South East ward can meet with 1 
local ponce officers to discuss 
issues of concern 
Officers covering me ward wtt 
be hosting • **gary athere > 
people car oecuss problems 
and get Ops on how to avoid 
becoming a wcbrn of crime. 

The meeting takes place at 
Teuco m Station Lane. Prtsea, 
from noon on Saturday. 

September 24. 

Appeal for 
tosUocket 

AN appeal has been made after 
a kocfcet was lost m Rayleigh. 

A 6S-yeat-ox3 RaySetgh woman 
was snaptwtg n tne H0i 
Street arse as the end of Jufy 
ana later naafcsed the locket 
which has sentimental value as 
it was a grft from her daughter, I 
was nvs&ng 

The tocfcet e made of sever and ; 
has faded pictures inside, with 
an engraving reading “To mum 
with Vove* on the back.. It is 
sugfroy smaaer than a lOp \ 
piece and was on a Cham. 

Anyone who tranks they may \ 

have towid such a iocket is 
asked to ca« 01 268 778756. \ 

Concern in 
St Luke’s? 

ST LUKE’S Resident s 
Association has joined forces 
with Independent ward 
councillor Paul van Looy to 
help stage hie monthly surgery 
on Monday, September 5 
The venue is Femda Je Baptist 
Church, Ferndale Road. 

Southend, and the how tong 
surgery starts at 6pm. 

Organisers say any resident of , 
St Luke’s Ward can raise 
matters which concern them 


HOCKLEY and District 
Horticultural Society Is 
holding its autumn show 
on Saturday, at Hawk well 
Village Hall, in Main Road, 
iron, 2pm to 4.30pm. 


Echo Thursday September^ 

Get tattooed 
for charity 

1 A TATTOO parlour is inviting 
people to get inked in the name 
; of charity. 

' Eme fnk Tattoo Studio, in 
Ashmgdoo Road. Rochtord. will 
be offering people a choice of 
tattoo from a range of designs 
tor £30 with 80 per cant of the 
proceeds going to the 
Everyman prostate and 
testicular cancer campe 
The event w* run from 1 0am to 
10 pm on Sunday. September 
I 11 Can 01702 826810 


• 2011 


HIGH 


By EMMA PALMER 


HE has been compared to a 
Nazi war criminal and received 
hate mail from all over the 

country 

But Basildon Council’s leader, 
Tbny Ball, still insisted the Dale 
Farm eviction Ls “the right thing 
to do " 

As the man so often in the firing 
line when it comes to the eviction, 
the Tory councillor admits his life 
isn't always easy. But thought it 
all , he maintains the most impor- 
tant thing is for the law to be 
upheld 

Mr Ball said. “Certainly, I’m 
aware of the human issue here 
and it does concern me. Of course 
it does. 

“i didn t become a councillor to 
be involved in something where 
people could get hurt. That is not 
what 1 want at all. 

“But I do have a duty to uphold 
the law and these residents have 
broken the law. I’m square in my 
own mind about that. 

“It doesn’t have to be this way. 
It’s down to the travellers how 
they want to act” 

He added: “We’ve offered them 
bricks and mortar homes, as we 
have a duty to provide homes for 
the children, the elderly and the 
infirm. 

“There’s no need for violent 


4 1 didn’t become 
a councillor to 
be involved in 
something where 
people could get 
hurt. It doesn’t have 
to be this way. It’s 
down to the 
travellers how they 
want to act 


Council leader 
on his tough 
stance over 
site eviction 

After hearing of yesterday’s rul- 
ing, effectively ending the trav- 
ellers’ legal challenge, Mr Ball said: 
“We are satisfied with today's High 
Court decision. 

“We will now continue with our 
preparations for the clearance of 
Dale Farm but this will take 
place only after we have informed 
the travellers of the intended date 
when the operation will begin.” 

Mr Ball said he had been “sick- 
ened’’ by personal attacks on him 
by Dale Farm travellers and their 
supporters, who have likened the 
planned eviction to the Holocaust 
and branded the action a form of 
ethnic cleansing. 

During the Second World War, 
Hitler decreed the gipsies of 
Europe should be sterilised, sent 
to ghettos and then deported to 
concentration camps. 

As many as 500,000 of them 
were murdered in the gas cham- 
bers - a horrific process gipsies 
refer to as the Porajmos (“Die 
Devouring” in the Romany lan- 
guage). 

Mr Ball said: “I’ve have taken 
great exception to being likened to 
a Nazi war criminal. 1 think this is 
an absolute insult to the millions 
of people persecuted during the 
Holocaust and their families. 

“I know of Jewish representa- 
tives on Harlow Council who were 
absolutely outraged when this 
term started being bounded 
about They know what ethnic 
cleansing is and it’s not this. 


■ Standing firm - Basildon Council’s Tory leader Tony Ball 
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residents, saying they agree 100 
per cent with the action we are 
taking 

“Do we wish it wasn’t costing as 
much? Of course we do, but if we 
turned a blind eye to Dale Farm, 
we might as well open the flood- 
gates. 

“What if a private developer 
were to build 90 illegal homes in 
the borough? Would we be expect- 
ed to sit back and let it happen? 

Actress Vanessa Redgrave visit- 
ed the illegal encampment on 
Tuesday to show her support for 
the families. She was joined hv 
earning is and it s not this church leaders, and togetherthev 

I vehad liate mail, but most has called for the traveller to be lefi 
come from outside the borough. alone be left 

“I’ve also had countless letters Mr Ball said: “1 know Ms 
and e-mails of support from local Redgrave is certainly weUinten 


tioned, but clearly we don’t see it 
the same way. And I’ve consis- 
tently said the Church ot 
England is one of the biggest 
landowners in the country. 

■Why doesn’t it apply for plan- 
ning permission for the travellers 
and give them some land? 


I’ve have taken 
great exception 
to being likened to a 
Nazi war criminal. 

It’s an insult to the 
millions of people 
persecuted during 

, - SI — . the Holocaust 

Academic insists human rights are under threat 

* ”“" M 90 fmiUe* living at the illegal “Travellers live 


BRICKS and mortar homes would 
be “no alternative” lor Dale Farm 
travellers, a university lecturer has 
warned. 

Dr Anne Foley, lecturer in crimi- 
nology at Middlesex University, 
waded Into the travellers row, 
claiming tbe human rights of the 


camp would be breached tf they 
were forced off. 

Dr Foley, who has spent her 
career researching traveller issues, 
said: “Basildon Council needs to do 
far more to protect the community 
at Dale Farm. 


,,, ■ . » nomadic 

lifestyle and a change should not 
be forced upon them. Bricks and 
mortar is not a suitable substitute 
for travellers. The community at 
Daie Farm may have to access land 
illegally if they are evicted. 

“The potential use of bailiffs to 


clear the site is concerning, as ft 
could lead to force and infringe- 
ment of human rights.” 

Dr Foley suggested more suit- 
able and less costly solution would 
be simple to grant retrospective 
Planning permission for Dale Farm 
so the travellers could stav. * 
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Judge rejects travellers’ 
final attempt to stave off 
Dale Farm clearance 


THE Dale Farm traveller 
eviction is more or less clear 
to go ahead after a last- 
minute legal bid at the High 
Court failed. 

Lawyers for traveller Mary 
Flynn, 71, sought an injunction, 
blocking her eviction from the 
site because of her deteriorat- 
ing health. 

The court was told her 
breathing depended on a nebu- 
liser which Would not work 
when power supplies to Dale 
Farm were cut during the evic- 
tion. 

Mr Justice Kenneth Parker 
said he was rejecting her appli- 
cation because “finality” was 
needed in a case which had 
already been subject to a 
lengthy series of appeals. 

But he has asked Basildon 
Council to reconsider Mrs 
Flynn’s case because of her 
medical problems and ordered 
it not to evict her within the 

Mrs Flynn has 
come to the 
end of the road in 
her fight against 
eviction. Her 
criminal conduct 
must cease 


By JON AUSTIN 

Ion 


next seven days. This effective- 
ly means there are unlikely to 
be any evictions during that 
time, since power would be cut 
as a preliminary to clearing the 
51 illegal pitches which are sub- 
ject to the eviction order. 

The crowd in the packed 
courtroom included actress 
Vanessa Redgrave, who visited 
the site on Tuesday. 

The court was told widow 
Mrs Flynn’s lungs were rapidly 
deteriorating and she needed to 
use a nebuliser four times a day 
to help her to breathe. 

Michael Paget, representing 
the traveller families, said: 
“There must now be a real 
worry about what will happen. 
If she is forced on to the road- 
side in an unknown location, 
she may not be strong enough 
to survive, if faced with traffic 
fumes and no electricity for her 
nebuliser.” 

If yesterday’s action had 
been successful, the travellers 
would have then pushed for an 
injunction to cover the whole 
site. 

Reuben Taylor, representing 
the council, argued a series of 
appeals had already deter- 
mined it was lawful to evict the 
families and travellers. Medical 
problems had already been con- 


■ Commiserations - Vanessa Redgrave is interviewed with trav- 
ellers’ spokesman Jean Sheridan outside the High Court after 
the ruling. Right: A more upbeat Mrs Redgrave going into court 

sidered. He added: “Mrs Flynn 
has come to the end of the road 


“The court should not sanc- 
tion the criminal conduct by 
allowing the claim. It would 
strike a blow to the rule of law 
and send a message to all those 
who flout planning law in this 
way that it will not be tolerat- 
ed.” 

The judge made it clear he 
believed there was no case for 
the injunction. , , 

He said: “It is in the public 
interest there is finality to liti- 
gation. 1 hnd no exceptional cir- 
cumstances in this case.” 


He made the council recon- 
sider Mrs Flynn’s individual 
case, however, because of con- 
cerns about her condition. 

Although the injunction was 
refused, her main case against 
eviction may still get Its day in 
court. However, it will not he 
listed tor a hearing before the 
bulldozers go in. 


spokesman 


McCarthy 


‘We’ll never give up the fight 
- we’ll torch our homes first’ 


TRAVELLERS have said they 
will not give up the fight to save 
their homes, despite the judge’s 
ruling. 

Two fresh High Court appeals 
have been lodged by travellers 
at the site, one of them a man 
with terminal cancer. 

Travellers hope the appeals 
will lead to further hearings, 
which might had a different 
outcome and keep the bulldoz- 
ers off the Crays Hill site. 

Following the judge’s ruling, 
many of the travellers appeared 
shaken outside the court and 
immediate phoned relatives to 
tell them the news. Some 


women shouted threats to torch 
property even their own 
homes - or chain themselves to 
railings. Others warned they 
would only leave the site in 
body bags. 

Traveller Nora Sheridan said: 
“They will burn what they have 
up there. They will use their 
homes and cars as shields and 
set fire to them, because they’re 
not going to let people come in.” 

Sisters Margaret and Martina 
McCarthy both felt the judge’s 

decision had been wrong. 


side, it would be terrible for her. 
The judge must be able to see 
that.” 

Travellers’ spokesmen joined 
Vanessa Redgrave to speak to 
media outside the court. 

They described the ruling as 
disappointing verdict and said 
families could not move off, as 
there is nowhere for them to go. 

Candy Sheridan, a campaign- 
er for Dale Farm, said it was a 
travesty for 51 homes to be 
allowed on green belt land 
owned by Billericay School, 
while no matter what the Dale 
Farm families did, they could 
not get planning permission. 


Warren James Jewellers 
Victoria Plaza, SOUTHEND-ON-SEA - 01702 614282 
Eastgate Centre, BASILDON - 01268 273 314 


Turn your unwanted 

Gold Jewellery 

into instant CASH! 


Price per 
gram 

£12.00 

£17.00 

£24.00 

£26.00 


Price per 
Troy ounce 

£373 

£528 

£746 

£808 


9ct Gold 
14ct Gold 
18ct Gold 
22ct Gold 


HIT THE ROAD 





